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117TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION S. 4614 

To amend the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to provide 

criteria for use of Federal funds to support trauma-informed practices 

in schools, and for other purposes. 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

JULY 26, 2022 

Ms. SMITH introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred 

to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

A BILL 
To amend the Elementary and Secondary Education Act 

of 1965 to provide criteria for use of Federal funds 

to support trauma-informed practices in schools, and for 

other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Trauma-Informed 4

Schools Act of 2022’’. 5
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SEC. 2. TRAUMA-INFORMED PRACTICES. 1

(a) DEFINITION.—Section 8101 of the Elementary 2

and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801) 3

is amended— 4

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (51) and (52) 5

as paragraphs (52) and (53), respectively; and 6

(2) by inserting after paragraph (50) the fol-7

lowing: 8

‘‘(51) TRAUMA-INFORMED PRACTICES.—The 9

term ‘trauma-informed practices’ means— 10

‘‘(A) evidence-based professional develop-11

ment that promotes a shared understanding 12

among teachers, teachers assistants, school 13

leaders, paraprofessionals, specialized instruc-14

tional support personnel, and other staff that— 15

‘‘(i) adverse and potentially traumatic 16

experiences are common among students; 17

‘‘(ii) trauma can impact student 18

learning, behavior, and relationships in 19

school; 20

‘‘(iii) adverse and potentially trau-21

matic experiences do not inherently under-22

mine the capabilities of students to reach 23

high expectations in academics and life; 24

‘‘(iv) school-wide learning environ-25

ments where all students and adults feel 26
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safe, welcomed, and supported can enable 1

students to succeed despite adverse and 2

potentially traumatic experiences; and 3

‘‘(v) services, supports, and programs 4

provided to meet individual student needs 5

should be trauma informed, where appro-6

priate, and increase student connection to 7

the school-wide learning environment; 8

‘‘(B) adoption of disciplinary procedures 9

and practices that— 10

‘‘(i) accompany disciplinary actions 11

with holistic assessments and positive be-12

havioral interventions and supports to ad-13

dress the underlying causes of student be-14

havior, including trauma; 15

‘‘(ii) avoid harsh, punitive, or exclu-16

sionary disciplinary practices; 17

‘‘(iii) utilize evidence-based restorative 18

practices that build a culture of trust; and 19

‘‘(iv) do not discriminate on the basis 20

of race, color, national origin, sex (includ-21

ing sexual orientation or gender identity), 22

disability, English proficiency status, mi-23

grant status, or age consistent with the 24

Age Discrimination Act of 1975 (42 25
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U.S.C. 6101 et seq.), title VI of the Civil 1

Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d et 2

seq.), title IX of the Education Amend-3

ments of 1972 (20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq.), 4

section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 5

1973 (29 U.S.C. 794), the Americans with 6

Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 7

et seq.), and the Individuals with Disabil-8

ities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1400 et 9

seq.); and 10

‘‘(C) activities that engage teachers, teach-11

ers assistants, school leaders, paraprofessionals, 12

specialized instructional support personnel, 13

other staff, and families in a process of school- 14

based planning to— 15

‘‘(i) promote a school-wide culture of 16

acceptance; 17

‘‘(ii) help all students feel safe and 18

connected to the school community; 19

‘‘(iii) support all students to form 20

positive relationships with adults and 21

peers, understand and manage emotions, 22

achieve success academically and in extra- 23

curricular areas, and experience physical 24

and psychological health and well-being; 25
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‘‘(iv) promote teamwork and effective 1

communication among all staff and shared 2

responsibility for every student; 3

‘‘(v) integrate evidence-based practices 4

that build social-emotional skills into rig-5

orous academic instruction; and 6

‘‘(vi) recognize and prevent adult im-7

plicit bias.’’. 8

(b) STATE PLAN.—Section 1111(g)(1)(C) of the Ele-9

mentary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 10

6311(g)(1)(C)) is amended— 11

(1) by striking ‘‘reducing’’; 12

(2) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘reducing’’ before 13

‘‘incidences’’; 14

(3) in clause (ii)— 15

(A) by inserting ‘‘reducing’’ before ‘‘the 16

overuse’’; and 17

(B) by striking ‘‘and’’; 18

(4) in clause (iii)— 19

(A) by inserting ‘‘reducing’’ before ‘‘the 20

use’’; and 21

(B) by inserting ‘‘and’’ after ‘‘safety;’’; and 22

(5) by adding at the end the following: 23

‘‘(iv) increasing the prevalence of 24

trauma-informed practices;’’. 25

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:00 Jul 30, 2022 Jkt 029200 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 E:\BILLS\S4614.IS S4614pb
in

ns
 o

n 
D

S
K

JL
V

W
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 $
$_

JO
B



6 

•S 4614 IS

(c) PLAN PROVISIONS.—Section 1112(b) of such Act 1

(20 U.S.C. 6312(b)) is amended— 2

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (12) and (13) 3

as paragraphs (13) and (14), respectively; and 4

(2) by inserting after paragraph (11) the fol-5

lowing: 6

‘‘(12) how the local educational agency will sup-7

port efforts to increase the prevalence of trauma-in-8

formed practices;’’. 9

(d) SCHOOLWIDE PROGRAM.—Section 10

1114(b)(7)(A)(iii) of such Act (20 U.S.C. 11

6314(b)(7)(A)(iii)) is amended— 12

(1) in subclause (IV), by striking at the end 13

‘‘and’’; and 14

(2) by adding at the end the following: 15

‘‘(VI) the implementation of 16

trauma-informed practices; and’’. 17

(e) TRAINING.—Section 2101 of such Act (20 U.S.C. 18

6611) is amended— 19

(1) in subsection (c)(4)(B)— 20

(A) by redesignating clauses (xv) through 21

(xxi) as clauses (xvi) through (xxii), respec-22

tively; and 23

(B) by inserting after clause (xiv) the fol-24

lowing: 25

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:00 Jul 30, 2022 Jkt 029200 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 E:\BILLS\S4614.IS S4614pb
in

ns
 o

n 
D

S
K

JL
V

W
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 $
$_

JO
B



7 

•S 4614 IS

‘‘(xv) Providing training for all teach-1

ers, school leaders, paraprofessionals, and 2

specialized instructional support personnel 3

on trauma-informed practices.’’; and 4

(2) in subsection (d)(2)— 5

(A) by redesignating subparagraphs (K) 6

through (M) as subparagraphs (L) through (N) 7

respectively; and 8

(B) by inserting after subparagraph (J) 9

the following: 10

‘‘(K) A description of how the State edu-11

cational agency will use funds under this part 12

to increase the prevalence of trauma-informed 13

practices.’’. 14

(f) LOCAL USE OF FUNDS.—Section 2103(b)(3)(I) of 15

such Act (20 U.S.C. 6613(b)(3)(I)) is amended— 16

(1) by redesignating clauses (i) through (iv) as 17

clauses (ii) through (v), respectively; and 18

(2) by inserting before clause (ii), as redesig-19

nated, the following: 20

‘‘(i) trauma-informed practices;’’. 21

(g) STATE ACTIVITIES.—Section 4104(b)(3)(B)(ii) of 22

such Act (20 U.S.C. 7114(b)(3)(B)(ii)) is amended— 23

(1) in subclause (I), by striking at the end 24

‘‘or’’; 25
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(2) in subclause (II), by inserting ‘‘or’’ at the 1

end; and 2

(3) by inserting at the end the following: 3

‘‘(III) increase the prevalence of 4

trauma-informed practices;’’. 5

(h) STATE APPLICATION.—Section 4203(a)(6) of 6

such Act (20 U.S.C. 7173(a)(6)) is amended by striking 7

‘‘development;’’ and inserting ‘‘development, which may 8

include professional development on trauma-informed 9

practices;’’. 10

(i) DESCRIPTION OF PLAN.—Section 11

4303(f)(1)(A)(viii) of such Act (20 U.S.C. 12

7221b(f)(1)(A)(viii)) is amended— 13

(1) in subclause (I), by striking at the end 14

‘‘and’’; 15

(2) in subclause (II), by inserting ‘‘and’’ at the 16

end; and 17

(3) by inserting at the end the following: 18

‘‘(III) adopting trauma-informed 19

practices;’’. 20

(j) APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS.—Section 21

4305(b)(3)(B)(ii) of such Act (20 U.S.C. 22

7221d(b)(3)(B)(ii)) is amended— 23

(1) in subclause (II), by striking ‘‘and’’; 24
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(2) in subclause (III), by inserting ‘‘and’’ at the 1

end; and 2

(3) by inserting at the end the following: 3

‘‘(IV) the discipline practices that 4

will be used, including a description of 5

whether such practices are consistent 6

with trauma-informed practices;’’. 7

Æ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:00 Jul 30, 2022 Jkt 029200 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\S4614.IS S4614pb
in

ns
 o

n 
D

S
K

JL
V

W
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 $
$_

JO
B



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-12-28T18:35:39-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




